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On October 28, 2009, President Obama signed H.R. 2647, the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010, into
Public Law 111-84. The Act insfructs the National Park Service
(NPS) to explore the possibility of adding the National D-
Day Memorial as a new unit of the national park system.

In response, the NPS formed a National D-Day Memorial
Special Resource Study Team tasked with conducting a
Special Resource Study of the site.

The Study Process:

1. Project Scoping — During scoping, the study team consults
with subject matter experts, relevant state and local agencies
and organizations, other stakeholders, and the general public
to identify issues important or relevant to the study.

2. Evaluation of Resources — The study team will then
identify and evaluate the memorial’s resources. To conduct
this analysis, the study team will use the following National
Park Service criteria.

« First, thenationalsignificance of the siteisassessed. The NPS
uses national historic landmark (NHL) criteria to determine
whether or not a property is nationally significant. Since the
site was previously designated as a national memorial by
Congress, the study team has determined that the site may
already meet the criteria for national significance.

.+ Second, the suitability of the site for inclusion in the
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national park system is assessed. The suitability assessment
will involve comparing the National D-Day Memorial to
other sites already included in the national park system
or comparably protected by others (by park systems of
other federal agencies, states, and localities or privately). If
the study team finds that preserving and interpreting the
National D-Day Memorial would not duplicate comparable
efforts elsewhere, then it may be found suitable for inclusion
in the national park system.

» Third, the feasibility of the site for inclusion in the national
park system is assessed. According to the management
policies that govern the National Park Service, an area must
be “(1) of sufficient size and appropriate configuration to
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